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Serial No. Subject 


1. Nanking Government post censors in foreign 
cable companies. 26.5.51. 


26 Japanese Telegraph Office, 25 Seward Rd. & 
French Radio Station, 135 Route Frelupt are 
exempted from Government censorship. 27.4.35. 
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Prior to the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese 


hostilities in 1937 all Cable Companies and News 
Services were supervised by a& body appointed by the 
Chinese National Government t2 censor out-going and 
in-coming messages, whether commercial, private or 
news reports, At the end of 1937 this body ceased 
to operate following the retreat of the Cninese forces 
from the environs of Shanghai. Subsequently the 
Japanese autnorities announced that they had assumed, 
by right of conquest all the privileges of the 
Chinese Government, and on January 6, 1938 Japanese 
censors were appointed to the cable companies to 
supervise all messages. Tne cable companies referred 
tne appointment of censors by the Japanese to their 
respective Consulate-Generals, when the action of 
the Japanese was approved. 

The Japanese censors work on similar lines 
to their Chinese oredecessors. With regard to 
commercial messages, whether in code or plain language , 
a certificate is required from the Consular represent- 
ative certifying that no illegal business ia being 
transacted, Private and personal cablegrams are not 
interfered witn but, they are all scrutinised by the 
censors. News reports are however, supervised when 
items and words derogatory to the Japanese are deleted, 
If it is considered necessary to censor items of news 
the decision is conveyed to the news correspondent 


with the request that it be aaended or he ig informed 
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that the subject matter would not be permitted to 
be transmitted from Snanghai. 

It is the concensus of opinion among the } 
managers of local cable companies tnat during the past 
four months the censors have been very lenient as regarde. 
news revorts transmitted abroad. The reason for this 
is attributed to other facilities available to newspaper 
correspondents who wish to transmit confidential 
messages to their agencies; the broadcasting of news 


bulletins and the utilisation of the systems of the 


*globe Wireless Cowvany of 51, Canton Road and Press 


Wireless Inc., of 1©3, Kiukiang Road (anerican) 
and other concerns. 

The impression gained is that the Japanese 
censors confine themselves to prevent anti-Japanese 
messages or words harmful to Japanese prestige from 
being incorporated in messages or comments on the 
Sino-Japanese situation, This factor coupled with 
the fact that vrevious attenpts to suppress news have 
failed, can be described as the main reason for the 
present moderate attitude of the Javanese censors in 


Shanghai. 
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Standard and other local newspapers s- 


The Great Northern Telegraph Company (a Dehish 
concern), the Great Eastern Telegraph Compan¥ (a Britisn 
concern) and the Pacifie Telegraph Company (an American 
coneern) on Avenue Edward VII had formerly concluded mm 
agreement with the Ministry of Communications of the 
National Government whereby the right of despatching 
telegrems would be restored to China and a portion of the 
earnings of the three companies would be paid to the Ministry — 
of Communications. After the withdrawal of the Chinese 
forces from Shanghai, the Japanese detailed officials to 

FILE te three companies to censor telegrams. 

It is now learned that the three telegraph 
companies have received a notification from the Japanesé 
demanding that the portion of their earnings which used to 
be handed over to the Ministry of Communications of the 
Nationel Government be deposited in the Yokohama Specie 
Bankes The three compaises are understood to be considering 
Ways end meens to deal with the request. . 
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~ Many Delaila of ONAL. Affair and Ait Raids 
In Kwangtung Held Up ; ‘Tsingtao Wire Altered 


Shanghai, Sept. 2. 


Fo the information of their clients, Reuters publishherewith 
the texts of various telegrams despatched by their Hongkong 
Office to:Shanghai, which were held up by the Japanese’ censors 
in Shanghai.. The following four telegrams were despatched- during 
the morning of: August 24, concerning the C.N-:A.C. disaster : 


Hongkong ‘10.25 a.m.—“Chinesé off- 


complica: probably 
which is taken to indicate foreigners 
aboard plene.”’ - 
Hongkong 10.45 a.m.—“Add C.N.AC.: 


circles here say attackers believed Sun 
Fo aboard, tut it now established Sun 
Fo still in. Horigkong, although learned 
number other importarit Chinese offi- 
cials aboard.” 

Hongkong 12.35 
C.N.A.C, ‘statement 
down Yuetshing, 25 miles south-west 
Canton, landed shallow river, all pas- 
sengérs safe. Sear gy get Kaitak at 
6.04 a.m. carrying 14 Chinese passen- 

gers, no foreigners. -At 8.35 a.m. pilot 
ineleanit Japanese planes pursuing 
—I am being forced. land. At 8.38 
a.m, pilot wirelessed: Succeeded land- 
ing all safe. 

It appears now Sun Fo actually left 
for Hankow by Eurasia plane this 
morning, having at first intended 
travel C.N.A:C. ees and it believed 
almost certain planes 
— Psen Fo pony “CN.AC. 


revealed that two 


Hongkong 11 p.m.—“Canton. City 
this evening in state a jubila- 
tion following, despatches 
carrying ‘colourful’ ecchiption air bat- 
tle at Lokchong, These state squad- 
ron Japanese bombers flew from 
Amoy, une Fukien, visiting Nam- 
hung, and Lokchong, and 
= eure latter place by Chi- 

pursuits. Stated one raider 
brought down at Lienhsien, one at 
Kaukong, one at Muabar, three at 


‘|Lokchong. The latter already located 


and bear numerical marks 707, 7958, 
21078, together with Japanese factory 
marks. Machines are twin-engined 
heavy bombers carrying five airmen 
apiece. It is added that Chinese pur- 
suits hovered at: 18,600 feet awaiting 
raiders, ‘then a peoesd giving enemy 
no chances, slaw botabers being com- 
Lomi A at mercy. swifter Chinese 


None of the above jelegvams have 
been released’ to. Reuter’s i 
Office, even yet, by the Japanese 
censors. : 


Copies From Hengkeng 


Reuters have been able to receive 
the texts of these telegrams only 
through the action of their Hongkong 
Office, which has now. supplied copies 
. the telegrams as sent from Hong- 

ong. 

Incidentally, all the aboye telegrams 
were sent from to London, 
where they were duly published. 


Reuters also consider it their duty 
to.their clients to inform them of 


Crichton extinguished cigarette ‘and 


this apologized, whereupon.sentry slapped 


hi 
The. only telegram ‘received: from: 
Tsingtao by Reuter's Shanghai Ey 
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Bnquiries with reference to the information 
contained in the attached press cutting confirm the 
general accuracy of the report that the Japanese censors 
now installed in the receiving offices of the foreign 
cable companies will not accept commercial cables in 
cipher unless they are accompanied by a certificate from 
thé Consular Authorities concerned or unless a copy of 
the code used has been submitted. 

The foreign banking association and certain large 
firme have, it is understood, come to some agreement with 
the censors and it is expected that the consular Authorities 
concerned having guaranteed their bona fides, cables in 


code from these sources will be accepted. 
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Journal de Shan i- 


JHE JAPANESE CENSORSHIP IN SHANGHAL 


On November 20 last year, Domei, the 
official Japanese news agency, eent out the following 
note to newspapers in Shenghai :- 

“The Japanese control along the Lower 
Yengtsze up to Soochow hae dealt a most vital blow 
to the Chinese censorship of telegrams and radio 
messagese 

"The management of the forcign cable 

compenhes has declar-d to a representative of 
Domei that as soon as the occupation of Soochow 
became known, the Chinese censors ‘disappesred' 
from the telegraph and radio offices in the 
Settlement. 

"The censorship has been in force 
in Sha@ghai since 1930. It was bete noire with 
foreign Press correspondents, because of unjustif%ed 
cuts and unauthorized alterations of messagese 

"The foreign Consular authorities have 
on many occasions declared thet censorship in the 
Settlement was incompatible with the Treatiec, but 
the cable companies, threatened with a loss of 
their business in the interior if they did not 
submit to the Chinese demands, were obliged to 
accept the censorship." 

Thus, on November 20, the Japanese sdmitted 
the Chinese censorship of telegrams sent abroad was 
illegal, that the Consular authorities regarded it as 
contrary to the: Treaties atid thet it was impesed on the 
foreign cable companies by means of threats only. 
Purthermore, the Japanese authorities heve never permitted 
the Chinese to censor Javanese telegrams in the 
International Settlement. 

Now, on Jamary 6, 1938, the Japanese 
authorities, claiming as succeesors to the Chinese 
Government in the International Settlement, placed Japenese 
censors in the cable companies for the purpose of censoring 
telegrams sent abroad. 

There is no better condemnation of the 
Japanese ection than the declaration issued by Domei 
on November 20 last year. 

If the Japanese authorities, in establishing 
an illcgal ceneorship, plead war emergency and the 
necessity of assuring the safety of their armies, one can 
admit that it is a case of force majeure. The Japanese 
authorities, however, have presented themselves as 
successors to tie -‘inese Government. But one cannot 
lay claim to any p-operty not legally possessed by the 
pereon from whom one inherits. 

Ae regards the censorship of telegrams, 
a distinction should be made between messages destined 
for the interior of China and those for abroad. ‘hen 
the Japanese censor Chinese telegrams they are exercising 
a right belonging to the Chinese Government. In the ease 
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of telegrams for abroad sent out from the International 
Settlement, it is a different matter altogether for we 
have just demonstrated that the Chinese right, not 
founded on law, cannot be validly invoked by the Japanese 
to-day. 

There remains the plea of military 
exigencies, the only plausible plea. The Japanese 
spokesman has already made reference to ite. The reason 
given by the Japanese authorities for the censorship 
ie thet the present abnormal situation in the Foreign 
Settlements and the fact that the terrorist outrages 
could heve been ordered by messages received from the 
interior. This censorship, he said, is necessary for 
the safety of the Japanese Army. One of the journalists 
present then asked whether the spokesman could give an 
@asurence that all telegrams of a politioal nature signed 
by accredited correspondents with the Japanese authorities 
would not be censored, as these journalists could not be 
suspected of furnishing military information to the 
Chinese Government and much less with being mixed up 
in terrorist attempts. The spokesman replied, saying that 
it all depended on circumstances. 

Thus,. the spokesman justified the censorship 
above all by the necessity of putting a stop to terrorist 
outrages. 

We will go further. We admit that the 
J@panese military authorities, as any other military 
authorities, in time of war, heve to guard the secret 
of their operations, their plans, their strength, the 
movements of their troops. To preserve the secrecy 
of their military operations and the safety of their 
troops are the only two reasons by which the Japanese, 
in times of war, Gan justify their censorships. 

In that case, they oannot hold the right 
of censorship from the Chinese Government for the latter 
never had the fight to exercise it; they can hold the 
right from the International Settlement. In fact, it is 
only tne International Settlement which has the right 
to authorize the Japenese, by reason of the state of war, 
to keep a watch on telegrams. 

Such a censorship, because of the 
exceptional circumstances, should be carried out with 
intelligence and consideration. A censorship thet is 

unfair and stupid would be absolutely intolerable.. 
Bullying should not be permitted. A telegram should not 
be held up for hours on the ground that there are 
insufficient censors or thet they are not very familiar 
with forcign languages or that they are incapable of 
deciding whether the messages are really harmful to the 
sefety of the Japanese Army. They should not confuse 
political comments with military questions». 

When a censorship is instituted in one's 
country, it is little liked; but when it ig jnstituted 
in enother aountry it is doubly disliked. Evexyy meesure 
should be taken to cause as little trouble as posfible. 
Censorship is a difficult work; it requires tacte 
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and Detective Office 


JAPAMESE CBNEORS ASSUME DUTY IN THE GREAT NORTHERD 
CABIZ Co., 34 AVENUR EDNARD VII. 


During the course of the 6-21-38, it was learned that 
Japenese censors had assumed duty in the Great Northern 
Telegraph Ce., Lede, ami asseciated cemeerns, Great 

_ Serthern Telegraph Building, 34 Avenue Edwerd VII. 

Detestives interviewed Mr. T.F. Mullahey, manager, 
The Commercial Pacific Cable Co., 34 Avenue Béward VII, 
end were informed that, eat about 12 neon 6-1-38, four 
Japenese censora dressed in civilian clething had 
eseumed duty in the building, and were engaged in 
censering beth inceming and eutgoing cables. 

Mo Gatewaerd incident hed cccurred when and after 
the eensers assumed duty. 

Mr. Mullekey steted that negotiations regarding the 
Censers assuming duty hed been in progress Sim about 
te wooks, end the Consuls of the various countrios had 
been inmfoxsmed regerding these negotiations. 
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With reference to the queries of the D.C. 
(Special Branch) appended to the attached Zeek, 
enquiries show that until recently Chinese censors 
operated at the various cable companies. All messages 


were scrutinised and any of a doubtful nature were 
transmitted by telephone to the Chinese Government Office 


in the Shanghai Times Building, Avenue Bdward VII, for 

censorship. Since November 20, however, this office 

has been closed and there has been no further censorship. 
With regard to the Postal Service, censorship 

functioned in this department until the middle of 

November and operated from an office in the Post Office 


building on North Ssechuen Road. This office has, 


however, been closed and censorship discontinued. 
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Journal de Shanghai (May 30) :- 
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The "China Weekly Review" has been conducting 
a bitter campaign to bring about the placing of the 
Japanese cable between Shanghai and Nagasaki. under the . 
control of Chinese censorship, as have been the Sastern 
Telegraph and the Northern Telegraph. 

We have preferr8d rather to strive for decency 
and for common sense as against the illegality of the 
censorship established in the foreign Settlements and we 
have protested against the violation of the right of 
extraterritoriality of which the censors are guilty. 

Je have also criticised their regrettable inefficienoy 
ang disconcerting incompetency,. 

The Chinese censors deem it advisable to 
emphasize their severity rather than their misdeeds. 
These sorry gentlenien who, Without any preparation, have 
been in one day placed with the various foreign telegraph 
offices, are too ignorant of their new work to be able to 
discern what “article 26 of the International Telegraph 
Agreement" permits them to cut out from the telegrams 
nanded in by the correspondents of the foreign newspapers 
and news agenciese They tremble unoeasingly at the 
thought lest a phrase which, they very often do not 
understand or a comment the meaning of which is generally: 
unintelligible to them should attract the attention of 
one of the officials of their Legations at Paris or 
London or Washington or Rome or Moscow and who may 
report the matter to Nanking, resulting in @ reprimand 
being brought upon their hepis. 

These censors also deem it convenient to 
suppress anything that they do not understand. Most 
subjects are beyond them; some cause them fright. 

Should you use the name of Chiang Kai Shek even for 
the purpose of praiging the Chinese Generalissimo, they 
hasten to stop your telegram for fear, doubtless, that 
tho praise is inadequate. - 

Should you speak of incidents in the 
demilitarized zone end should you say that the Japanese 
are accusing Géneral Yu sue Tchong of arming the 
volunteers, your dispatch will be suppressed. Be it 
noted that you have not in eny way acoused Yu Sue Tchong 
of having supplied the volunteers with arms and 
ammunition; you are simply reporting that such an 
accusation is being made against him by the Japanese, 
although you can read this report in all Chinese news- 
papers. Nevertheless, the censor et the dastern 
Telegraph Company will not allow you to cable it abroad. 
You should write that Yu Sue Tchong and the Japanese are 
the best of friends. If, after one month, Yu Sue Tchong 
is obliged to reanove to Paotingfu, you should not say 
that this had been done on the ordere of Nanking with 
the object of averting fresh trouble with the Kwantung 
Army, but that Yu Sue Tohong, who is the Governor of 
Hopei, had removed to a town located 200 kilometres to 
the south of the demilitarized zone simply because the 
climate 6f this locality is more suitable to the health 
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of his aged parents from whom he, like a dutiful son, 
can not bear to be separated. 

“You should never use the name of Hu Han 
Min in your dispatches because the censor will tum 
pale at the aight of these three words for they recall 


‘the existence of an Opposition in China. In the view 


of the censor, there is no Opposition in Chine. Should 
Hu Ian Min rejoin the Nanking Government, you will not 
be ~ermitted to report the fact immediately abroad for 
it will be necessary to allow the censors a fow days to 
@ocustom themselves to the idea of not deleting the 
name of Hu Han Min any more. And even then, he will 
permit you only to speak of the arrival of the leader 
in the capital and not of his rejoining, for this would 
constitute an admission that at one time an influential 
leader of the Kuomintang had thought that all was not 
well. In the eyes of the censor, everything is perfeot. 
For him, the communi'sts have already all been exterminated 
even though, despite this, he leaves you the right to 
announce every day the fresh defeats they are sustaining. 
Once again, we would like to my that here 
we are only referring to the misdeeds of the censors who 
sin, not with the intention of doing harm to others, but 
simply through ignorance and timidity. 

Then there is also the reokless censor, as 
ignorant as the first kind, but less scrupulous, he 
thinks it will be sufficient to mt out phrascs in a 
haphazerd way. He plays at censoring like a child 
playing at being a soldier or a detective. 

The "China Weekly" has reproduccd & part 
of the criticiam which we had written recently about the 
econsorship from the point of view of International Law. 
To-day, we are rather treating this matter from the 
practical point of view, The “Review" has adopted the 
role of champion of equality. "Since," says tne Weekly, 
“Europeans and Americans have to submit to censorship, 
why should not tho Japanese submit?" The paper then 


made to sutmit to censorship. 

We have already expressed our views on 
this subject. The Chinese censorship being absolutely 
illegal, the Japanese are right not to sutmit. It is 
up to the Europeans and the Americans to uphold respect 
for their pia ak and to recall, smong others, the terms 
of the Washington Pact. 

Nevertheless, if a Reuter's dispatch can 
be believed, the Japanese authorities have consented to 
discuss the question of the censorship of the Shanghai- 
Nagasaki Cable with the Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs,s ; 

After all, Sino-Japanese rapprochement 
calls for some semblance of sacrifice on the part of 
Japan. We say “semblance of sacrifice" advisedly, 
because, Whatever way be the official termes of the 


censorship will not greatly trouble the Japanesé 
newspapermene With them, it is a question of "face". 
They will be assured that, if there are to be any censors, 
they will be very obliging ones, 

For our part, we do not ask for age 
censors tut censors who are at least intelligent and truly 
competent. Those which are undertaking the censorship at 
present understand nothing about their work. fe demand 
that a special school for censors be established and that 
these censors be sent there, 
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Journal de Shanghai (May 30) :- 
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The "China Weekly Review" has been conducting 
a bitter campaign to bring about the placing of the 
Japanese cable between Shanghai and Nagasaki under the 
control of Chinese censorship, as have been the Eastern 
Telegraph and the Northern Telegraph. 

We have preferréd rather to strive for decency 
and for common sense as against the illegality of the 
oensorship established in the foreign Settlements and we 
nave protested against the violation of the right of 
extraterritoriality of which the censors are ,uilty. 
ve have also criticised their regrettable inefficiency 
and disconcerting inoompetenoy. 

The Chinese censors deem it advisable to 
emphasize their severity rather than their misdeeds. 
These sorry gentlemen who, Without any preparation, have 
been in one day placed with the various foreign telegraph 
offices are too ignorant of their new work to be able to 
discern what “article 26 of the International Telegraph 
Agreement" permits them to oit out from the telegrams 
handed in by the correspondents of the foreign newspapers 
and news agenciese They tremble unceasingly at the. 
thought lest a phrase which, they very often do not 
understand or a comment the meaning of which is generally 
unintelligible to them should attract the attention of 
one of the officials of their Legations at Paris or 
London or Washington or Rome or Moscow and Who nay 
report the matter to Nanking, resulting in a reprimand 
being brought upon their heaise 

These censors also deem it convenient to 
suppress anything that they do not understand. Most 
subjects are beyond them; some cause them fright. 

Should you use the name of Chiang Kai Shek even for 

the purpose of praising the Chinese Generalissimo, they 
hasten to stop your telegram for fear, doubtless, that 
the praise is inadequate. 

Should you speak of incidents in the 
demilitarized zone and should you say that the Japanese 
are accusing General Yu Sue Tchong of arming the 
volunteers, your dispatoh will be suppressed. Xe it 
noted that you have not in any way accused Yu Cue Tchong 
of having supplied the volunteers with arms and 
ammunition; you are simply reporting that such an 


though you can read this report in all Chinese news- 
ers, Nevertheless, the censor at the Sastern 

egreph Company will not allow you to cable it abroad. 
u should write that Yu Sue Tohong and the Japanese are 
he best of friends, If, after one month, Yu Sue Tohong 
is obliged to remove to Pactingfu, you should not say 
that this had been done on the orders of Nanking with 
the object of averting fresh trouble with the Kwantung 
Army, but that Yu Sue Tchong, who is the Governor of 
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of his aged parents from whom he, like a dutiful son, 
can not bear to be separated. 

You should never use the name of Hu Han 
Min in your dispatches because the censor will tum 
ay at the sight of theese three words for they recall 

the existence of an Opposition in China, In the view 

of the censor, there is no Opposition im China. Should 
Hu Han Min rejoin the Nanking Government, you will not 
be vermitted to report the fact immediately abroad for 
it will be necessary to allow the censors a few days to 
&cocustom themselves to the idea of not deleting the 
name of Hu Han Min any mores And even then, he will 
permit you only to speak of the arrival of the leader 
in the capital and not of his rejoining, for this would 
constitute an admission that at one time an influential 
leader of the Kuomintang had thought that all was not 
well, In the eyes of the censor, everything is perfect. 
For him, the communists have already all been exterminated 
even though, despite this, he leaves you the right to 
announce every day the fresh defeats they are sustaining. 

Once again, We would like to my that here 
we are only referring to the misdeeds of tne censors who 
sin, not with the intention of doing harm to others, but 
simply through ignorance and timidity. 

Then there is also the reckless ccnsor, as 
ignorant as the first kind, but less scrupulous. He 
thinks it will be sufficient to cut out phréscs in a 
haphazard way. He plays at censoring like a child 
playing at being a aoldier or a detective. 

The “China Weekly" has reproduccd a part 
of the oriticiam which we had written recently about the 
consorship from the point of view of International Law. 
To-day, we are rather treating this matter from the 
practical point of view. The "Review" has. adop ted the 
role of champion.of equality. “Since," says tne Weekly, 
“Europeans and Americans have to submit to censorship, 
why should not tho Japanese submit?" The paper then 
deménds that the. Shanghai-Nagasaki™ telegraph should be: 
made. to submit to censorships 

' We have already expressed our views on- 
this su*jeot. The Chinese censorship. being absolutely 
illegal, the Japanese are right not to: submit. It is 
up to the Ruvopeans and the Américans:te uphold respect 
for their rights and 7 recall, among o thers, the: terns | 
of the Washi ngton Pac , 

‘Never Bibi: if a Reater's di spateh: oan 
“be velieved, the Japanese, authorities have consented: to 
discuss the question of the censorahip' sf the Shenghads ‘ 
Affaires Cable‘with the Chinese Ministry’ of Foreign « 
a nf 

: After: all, ‘Sino<Japanese cexmeieiek > 
calla for ‘some semblance of ‘saorificeé-on the part of 
Japan, We say: “semblance of ‘sacri fice* advisedly,: » 
because, WHatever ‘may be the official tems of the 
future accord, everybody knows: perfedtly ‘that the 
oensoretip wi a not greatly ‘troubdlé- the * ‘Japanese: - 
newspapermens. With thems it is -e'queation of "face". 
They Will be assured that, if there are to be any céngors, 
they wid" be “very obliging oneg,: 

For our part, we do not‘ age for obiigt 
censors pat ‘oengors who are at least intelligent ‘and Seepy 
competent. Those which ere undértaking the oensdréhip at 
present understand nothing about their works Je dsmand:” 
that a special school for ‘sensors be’ Sagayiianed and ‘that 
these censors ‘be: sent there. : 

ea G5 we 


.----_— 


-—~--= 


ROG! 4 
2352 


a ee et ae 


r) Boa: haasiel seissteoanaoiamede 
May 27, 1935. 3 Afternoon Translation. 


Kiangnan Tsen Pao, a Japanese paper, published in the 
Chincso language. (Nanking Telegram) 


THE CENSORSHIP OF SE_PRESS TELEGRAS 


The censorship of press telegrans by the 
National Government has caused much misunderstanding to 
the various foreign press. The censorship of press 
telegrams by the Chinese Government is based on Article 26 
of the International Telegraph and Postal Pact which stipu~ 
lates that the National Government reserves to itsclf the 
right to detain, delete or amend incorrect telegrams or 
any telegrams which are decumed to be dangerous to the 
security or order of this country 

Japanese press telegrams are sent through 
the Shanghai-Nagasaki cable. However, at present ncgotiations 
are in progress With the Japenese authori tiewand it is 
probable that the Japanese press telegrams will be placed 
on the same footing as other foreign telegrams. 


GENERAL HUANG FU AND SINO-JAPANESE DISPUTES 


General Huang Fu, Chairman of the Peipi 
Political Reorganization Committee, arrived from Mokan§ 
on Hay 23 and is now staying in French Concession, & 
It is reported that it is doubtful whether he will 
the post of Minister of Interior, as he still intgWds to 
refuse because the confused state of affairs inj 
Ching has rendered fruitless his plans for a ag 
Sino-Japanese disputes. It is understood thg® the present 
attitude of General Hueng Fu is due more om#iess to the 
fact that his policy in dealing with Sinog/apancse questions 
has not been entirely accepted by Generg® Chiang Kai Shek, 
Chairman of the Military Commission. his has caused great 
uneasiness on the part of Wang ChingMei, President of the 
Exccutive Yuan, who immediately lefM Nanking for Shanghai 
on the pretext of undergoing a pb@#sical examination, but in 
zey to persuade Genoral Huagg Fu to cancel iis r esigna- 
one : ? 


paper, published the following 
by a pedestrian. 


OF THE S.M.C. 


Bastern Daily News, a mosqui 
article on May 24 writtepé 


’ principel object of the Ss.M.C. in 
sprinklers is to sprinkle watcr on streets 
ist. But the drivers of these motor sprinklers 


should not ag® to the annoyance of pedestrians while under-~ 
taking thigffork. I havo on several occasions noticed 
drivers ofthe sprinklers purposely drenching pedostrians 


miling their garments. They regard this es a kind 
of anugenent. 
Y The other day I sew tro young gills Walking 
gene pavement opposite the Yellow Taxi Garage on Boundary 
Réade When they heard the approach of a motor street 
sprinkler coming up from behind, they endg@avoured to avoid 
being drenched, but the mischievous driver purposely dreuoched 
bee Da girls were annoyed, while the driver wont off 
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THE CENSORSHOP OF JAPANES: PRESS TELEGRAMS 


The National Government has instituted a 
censorship of Press telegrams. This action is based 
or Article 26 of the International Telegraph and 
Postel Pact which stipulates that the National 
Government has the right to detain, delete or alter 
incorrect telegrams or any telegrams which endanger 
the security of the country. 

In view of the fact that the Japanese are 
transmitting Press telegrams by the Shanghai-Nagas-ki 
wable which is not supervised by the Shinese Authorities, 
the National Government will open negotiations over the 


matter with the Javanese Authorities. 
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Journal de Shanghai : - 


g > AN INEFFICIENT AND ILLEGAL CSN3ORSHIP 


| 
In the "China Weekly Review", a 

Sino-American periodical published in Shanghai, of April 20 

appears the following comment:- 

"The inability of the Chinese Kinistry 
of Conmunications to exercise control over the Japanese ; 
Telegraph Office which operates between Shanghai and i 
Nagcsaki,is attracting the attention of diplomatic circles | 
in Shanghai, Nanking and Peiping. Such is a report 
circulating this week in Shanghai. It is not known whether 
protests have already been made but it is declared that the 
American, British and Danish Ministers to China are studying 
the question with the intention of pointing out to Nanking 
this difference in treatment which is harmful to non- 

Japanese interests ih the matter of commercial censorship 
and the censorship of news sent from Shanghai to foreign 
countries". 
In other words, the "China ecelkly Review® 
Claiits that the american, British and Danish Ministers to 
China are complaining that the Chinese Government is not 
im oosing a censorship on Japanese telegrams, while a 
rigorous censorship is being imposed on telegrams sent by 
Anerican, British, Danish and other people. 
We do not believe that the writer 
of the artiole in the "China Weekly Review" has correctly 
expressed the feeling of the Ministers mentioned. 
Je can not belivve that these honourable diplomats have 
set themselves up as purveyors of Chinese censorship. 
It is certain that they have so intention to stand in the 
Way so long as the countries which they represent are 
honestly and loyally informed of the situation in the Far 
East. We rather think that having ascertained that 
telegrams dispatched by Japanese subjects are enjoying 
absolute immunity in Shanghai, they are preparing to 
take up the matter with the Chinese Government not with 
the intention of demanding that a censorship be also 
imposed on Japanese telegrams but that the absurd «nd 
illegal censorship of American, British and Danish 
telegrams be abolished. 
It is probable that the eminent 
personalities mentioned by the "China Weekly Review" are 
not pleased with the establishment of a Chinese censorship 
in the International Settlement. It is, in faot, certain 
thet the existence of this censorship is at least as much 
contrary to the statutes of the International Settlement . 
as the inspection of factaries by delegates of the Nanking 
Government or of the Kuomintang. Everybody recognizes 
that if a censorship has to be exercised on Press news 
received or dispatched in the Settlement, it should perhaps 
have been undertaken by the Police. Fimily, so long as 
extra-territoriality remains, the exercising of a censorship 
over foreigners enjoying this right belongs to the Consuls 
a os representatives of States upon whom these foreigners 
epende 


ee 


. . In Shanghei Japan has refused to admit 
any illegal Chinese censorship being imposed on her 
telegreph sexvioew. It ie hardly lily that the representatives 
of other foreign gtates can be alarmed over this refusal; 
on the contrary, thera is reason to believe that they will 
demand that the rights of their nationals be respected in 
the same as those of Japan, 


May 2, 1935. Afternoon Translc tion. 


; With the consent only of the responsible foreign censors. 


+ oS 


|) SEANGAAL MUYBIPAL POLIGE | 
Wy |" 


S. R. RECISTRY. 


, Ds De 


As regards the censorship itself, .t has to 
be co :fessed that it has never been more absurd, sore in- 
competent and more ineffioient than it is to-day. 

It continues to conceal news which everybody kno’’s <nd it 
prohibits the dispatch to foreign lands of inforiation whioh, 
desvite its impotent veto, is published by newspapers in 
Japan, Europe and America much earlier than the Chinese 
neWspaperse 

The day before yesterday, the Chinese 
Censorship did not want foreign countries to know the 
communist armies were only 30 kilometres from Yun ianfu. 

Qa the other hand, it allowed to be published a false report 
that the reds had made a half-turn and were returning in 
haste to Kweichow Province. Only, it seems to have overlooked 
the fact that there is no Chinese censorship at Hongkong or 
Dairen or Nagasaki or Tokyoe 

Yesterday morning, while nearly all the 
newspapers of Shanghai were silent over events in Yunnan, all 
the papers in France and America received from Hongkong and 
Hanoi very accurate information to the effect that the 
communists were 25 kilometres from Yunnanfu, that they had 
captured Changpo and Yanglin and that most of the foreigners 
had been evacuated into Tonkin. 

48 hours behind the newspapers of Indo-China 
and Surope, the censors yesterday morning decided to allow 
to Dass a message from a Chinese source admitting the reds 
Were 15 miles from Yunnanfu. 

We have no intention Whatever to dispute 
the right of the Chinese Government to exercise the strictest 
censorship over newspapers in China; we also recognize that, 
no tiatter how absurd the censors may be, they may act with as 
great severity as they wish outside the Settlements, even if 
they will allow to reach us only reports that are favourable 
to the cause which they believe they are serving so usefully. 

But what is as intolerable as it is illegal 
is that items of news which they allow to circulate in China 
arc not allowed to be telegraphed abroad by us; and What is 
also as inadmissible as it is grotesque is that they presume 
to compel us to think according to the Chinese way and to 
adopt the viewpoint of the official Chinese journalists 
and the often childish terms which they are obliged to use to 
designate suoh political peritonnages as Pou Yi or such a 
region, as Manchuria. For the censors have as much fear of 
Words as the hares of its shadow. 

In any case, it is inadmissible that the 
question of the censorship of telegrams for abrocd should 
be settled by an ordinary private agreement between the 
Chinese Minister of Communications and the Danish telegraph 
companies, Here is a singular idea of international law. 

The ceneorship shoul. not have been installed 
in tne offices of the Northern Telcgraph Co. and the Eastern 
Telcgraph Co. Without the formal consent of the forcign 
diplomatic authorities; besides, even if this consent had been 
given, the censorship should have bee exercised over foreigners 
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Subject .............S@DONOR@ TeLESTapD OFFIC Goce ec ees ee TA ee OS 


The Japanese Telegraph Office, No.25 Seward Road, 


subject to control by the Ministry of Commnications of the 


_National Government as _ in the case of other telegraph . 


companies which are purely commercial concerns. §.._.... 
ee The employees of the Japanese Telegraph Office 


and, &8 such, are liable to be transferred to any telegraphic 


__office within the Japanese EBmpire. .§._.. 


Any foreigners may make use f this office ° 


provided that all messages are hmnded to the receiving 


office in the Japanese language, either characters or 
Yyomanisation. — = —___ 


The French Radio Station, 155 Route Frelupt, is 


not in a position to exereise censorship as it is an 
official organ of the French Council and therefore under 
the control of the French Government. Although no 
commercial news is broadcast over this Station, official 
meseages are exchanged between the local French Consular 


_._.duthorities and France or her colonies. 
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jit there i is no “on cabled messages, 
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April 27, 1985 


dispatched over the Japanese cable. Newspaper 
editors and their readers in America and Europe 
have been compelled to base their opinions almost 
entirely on Japanese reports disatched from 
Nanking or Shanghai, or from Tokyo, and since 
these reports have naturally placed a Japanese in- 
terpretation on developments, the result has been 
a “bad press” judged from the standpoint of 
Chinese national interests. 

Japanese officials, as well as the officially 
controlled press in Japan, for reasons of domestic 
politics in Japan, have been anxious to create the 
impression over the world that Japanese policy 
looking toward the establishment of complete 
political and economic hegemony over China has 
been successful. While the Japanese have achieved 
considerable success in certain circles, particularly 
in North China where their military influence is 
predominant, they have not been able, by any pos- 
sible stretch of the imagination, to swing Chinese 
opinion to their point of view, not even on the 
cessation of the so-called boycott of Japanese mer- 
chandise. This has recently been officially admit- 
ted by Akira Ariyoshi, the Japanese Minister, but 
it has not prevented the publication of most 
extravagant reports in the Japanese newspapers, 
based upon messages from Nanking and Shanghai, 
to the general effect that the National government 
at Nanking had “swallowed” the whole Japanese 
program. The action of the Chinese censors, al- 
legedly controlled by the Ministry of Communica- 
tions, in interfering with cabled reports filed by 
American and European correspondents which 
might have given a more balanced view of the 
actual situation, has had the inevitable effect of 
giving the Japanese a free hand in the all-important 
matter of reporting Chinese developments. The 
situation which prevails abroad was recently 
described in a semi-official report from Washington 
to the following effect: . 

“The public, as well as Washington officialdom, 
has been beclouded about events in the Far East. We 
are uncertain about what has happened lately in regard 
to Japan’s moves ois a ois China and the reported dis- 
position of the Nanking government to accept Japan’s 
tutelage. Practically all the news published in the 
Washington newspapers about this important matter has 
come from Tokyo; there have been only two or three 
short dispatches from China. The silence of the foreign 
correspondents in China in this case indicates a rigid 
censorship; today’s New York Times has an article 
about the censorship imposed at Shanghai, but this 
report as well as another in the T%mes referring to 
the Japanese program, was filed at Hongkong. Cer- 
tainly all the American and European correspondents 
could not have been asleep while the Japanese were 
putting over, according to Tokyo reports, what amounts 
to the Twenty-One demands. Most of the newspapers 
in Washington, as well as elsewhere in the United 
.States, due to reports from Tokyo, are openly accusing 
Nanking officialdom of having ‘sold out’ to Japan... .” 

That Premier Wang Ching-wei now realizes 
the seriousness of the situation was indicated in the 
fact that the People’s Tribune considered it neces- 
sary to “re-state China’s stand” on the Japanese 
issue, in the courses of which the following state- 
ment appeared: 

“China has every reason to desire friendly relations 
with so near a neighbor, but how is friendship possible 
with Japan at this moment extending cordial welcome 
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as an ‘Em to a man wh i ds as the 
puppet si aor Reval (four) prety mal eas, and 
who has been carried fram~Manchuria on a Japanese 
battleship in order that he may express his grateful 
thanks to Japan’s sovereign for being put in possession 
of territory witich China regards as having been stolen 
from her, and which is held behind a ring of Japanese 
bayonets and bombing planes? To talk of friendship in 
such circumstances is to make mockery of the word.” 
Considering the censorship situation from the 
standpoint of those directly affected, that is, the 
newspaper correspohdents and merchants who 
must use the cable and radio services, there is a 
natural objection to censorship in principle and 4 
realization that it usually reacts unfavorably upon 
those responsible but on the other hand there also 
is a realization that censorship is a sovereign right 
which any nation may invoke in time of crisis. 
But while all nations have a sovereign right to 
enforce censorship regulations, this also carries with 
it an obligation that the censorship will be enforced 
impartially and that officials responsible for the 
application of the censorship will not use their 
Positions for private gain or to the detriment of 
private firms or individuals unless it is established 
that such firms or individuals are using the cables 
and radio services for purposes detrimental to the 
welfare of the state, in which event, action should 


‘only be taken through official channels and in 


accordance with due process of law. ; 

In view of the seriousness of the situation 
created by the lack of censorship over news and 
commercial messages dispatched over the Japanese 
cable, it would seem that the National Govern- 
ment—in the protection of its own national 
interests—should do one of two thing: Either 
establish its police control over the Japanese cable 
station located at 25 Seward road, or, in the event 
the Chinese authorities are unable to do this, then 
they should immediately abolish the censorship 
which they have established over the local offices 
of the International radio station, and the Ameri- 
can, British and Danish cable offices. 
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TOKYO DEFIES NANKING ON NEWS- 
COMMERCIAL CENSORSHIP 


THE inability of the Chinese Ministry of Com- 
munications at Nanking to enforce its control 
over the Shanghai office of the Japanese 
cable between Shanghai and Nagasaki, has 
finally become a subject of interest in diplomatic 
circles in Shanghai, Nanking and Peiping according 
to reports current in Shanghai this week. Whe- 
ther actual protests have been lodged is not known, 
but it was reported that the American, British and 
Danish ministers were studying the question with 
the idea of calling Nanking’s attention to the dis- 
crimination against non-Japanese interests which 
now, prevails with respect to the government’s 
censorship of commercial and news messages filed 
at Shanghai. 


What apparently has happened is that the 
Nanking Ministry of Communication, when it 
established its control over the Anglo-American- 
Danish cable and radio offices here several months 
ago, was not able to establish similar control over 
the Japanese cable which connects Shanghai with 
Nagasaki, Japan and in consequence of which the. 

apanese never have ‘been subjected to the fereor 
hip of commercial and news messages which ha: 
en applied to other nationalities. The various 
cable and radio offices, all of which are located in 
Shanghai, which were affected by the National 
government’s action several months ago were the 
Radio Administration, Sassoon House; Great 
Northern Telegraph Company (Danish), Eastern 
Extension Telegraph Company (British) and 
Commercial Pacific Cable Company (American), 
all of which have their offices in the Cable building, 
No. 34 Avenue Edward VII. When the Ministry 
of Communications enforced its order, it sent its 
own officials to these various offices who established 


their technical control over incoming and outgoing 
messages. Simultaneously the government an- 
nounced the inauguration of a censorship over both 
commercial and news messages, in which connec- 
tion, all commercial firms in Shanghai were 
required to submit statements regarding codes used, 
and in case they were called upon, to submit tran- 
slations of coded messages. The object of the 
order was to prevent the use of the international 
cable and radio offices for the dispatching or receipt 
of messages detrimental to China’s national wel- 
fare. Since news messages filed by local correspon- 
dents of newspapers in various parts of the world 
are written in plain language there was no necess- 
ity of supplying codes or translations, hence the 
government censors merely exercised their preraga- 
tive of deleting parts of messages or entire 
messages, the contents of which they regarded as 
detrimental to Chinese interests. Originally the 
censorship was applied to news or commercial 
messages bearing on military developments, but 
recently it was broadened to include financial 

' matters or even reports bearing on Sino-Japanese 
diplomatic issues. 


Since the idea prevailed that the government?s 
control of cable and radio stations and censorship 
of messages was being applied to all nationalities 
impartiality no serious complaint was raised in any 
quarter and in general all diplomatic officials in 
China advised their respective nationals to comply 
with the Ministry of Communications’ regulations. 
Several of the foreign chambers of commerce in 
Shanghai complained at the idea of having the 
private code messages of their members subjected 
to government censorship, but when they were 
assured that it was being applied to all nationalities 
without exception, no further action was taken. 
How it happened that the foreign, that is, 
American and European consular officials in 
Shanghai were not aware of the fact that the 
censorship was not being applied to the Japanese, 
has not been explained. 


In has now been established, however, that 
he Ministry of Communications for some unstated 
son, was not able to establish its control over 
he local offices of the Japanese Telegraph Com- 
any, located at 25 Seward road, which controls 
nd operates the Japanese cable between Shanghai 
nd Nagasaki. As a result there never has been 
ny censorship of messages, either commercial or 
ews, which are exchanged between China and 
Japan over this line. Aside from admitting the 
correctness of the foregoing statement, the 
Ministry of Communications, has not issued any 
explanation as to its failure to enforce its regula- 
tions impartially on all nationalities when the 
original order was issued several months ago. In 
order that there may be no mistake about the 
matter, we are reprinting herewith the personnel 
of the local Japanese Telegraph Office, as it 
appears in the latest issue of the city directory 
published by the North-China Daily News. This 
shows that there are no Chinese, official or other- 
wise, connected with the office: 

Mw MH BRK AK 
Da-ji-pen-die-shin-joo 
Japanese Telegraph Office 
25 Seward-rd 
Tel. 40624 (counter, +0626, 
40629 (delivery), 40634 
(dir.), 40650 (see.) 

Ureshino, H., dir. 
Suzumura, Y., supt. of tel. 
Kodani, Z., supt. of sec.’s off. 


Asano, 8., clerk 
Shima, 8. ‘ 
Numata, T., - 
Obata, K., ue 
Nagaseki, Y., ‘a 
Maeda, 8., a 
Yukita, K., ‘5 

- Yamaguchi, 8.,_ ,, 
Tanaka, T., aa 
Aihara, T. 5 
Yoneda, T. 


Matsunchi, L, tel.” engr. 
ea K., asst. clerk 


Hirata, T., si 
Ozawa, H., rs 
Nagoshi, T., - 
Nonaka, L., ef 


Matsushima, Y., ,, 
Arikawa, S., - 


Miyatake, Y. | 
Watanabe, R. ”” 
Saito, Y., s 


Nagasawa, M.,_,, 
Okameto, H., ‘a 


| 
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The large technical staff connected with the 
Japanese office, larger than that of any other cable 
office here with the exception of the Great Northern 
Telegraph Company, gives some idea of the extent 
of the business handled over the Japanese line. 
It also has been reported that the Japanese, in 
addition to the handling of their own commercial 
and news messages, also permit other (favored) f 

| foreigners to use the Japanese line, which is 2 
matter of considerable significance as it tends to 
make Tokyo the clearing house for both news and 

[commer cables bearing on developments in 
China. It was the prevalence of this practice 
which recently was responsible for a statement in 
Washington to the effect that much >f the Far 
Eastern news now being published in =he United 
States carried a Japanese “flavor,” due doubtlessly 


to the fact that Chinese censors in th: non-Jap- 
anese radio and cable officers here were either 
deleting parts of messages, or entire messages filed 
by American or European correspondents, while 
Japanese correspondents, by using their own 
uncensored cable were able to send r:ports with- 
out restriction. The seriousness of this situation 
recently was brought to public attention when 
American and European correspondents discovered 
that messages which they had filed here were being 
suppressed, while similar messages filed by Jap- 
anese correspondents were being transmitted with- 
out interference and were being published in the 
Japanese newspapers. 

That the situation is of special seriousness 
from the standpoint of commercial cables should 
be immediately apparent, because the exemption 
of Japanese merchants from censorship or interfer- 
ence with their cables places them in an advant- 
ageous position from the standpoint of competition 
with Occident firms, particularly on matters per- 
taining to government work or services. 

The fact that the Japanese are sensitive to 
cable censorships when applied by other govern- 
ments was indicated in revorts which appeared in 
the Japanese nespapers on April 9 and 11 when 
the authorities in the Netherlands Indies enforced 
censorship regulations on all incoming and out- 
going messages filed at ports within Netherlands 
territory. The Asahi Shimbun and Chugai 
Shogyo Shimpo both accused the Dutch of dis- 
crimination against the Japanese and alleged that 
the object was to interfere with Japanese trade. 
The Osaka Chamber of Commerce on April 13 
passed a resolution demanding that the Japanese 
government lodge a strong protest with the 
Netherlands government. 

When the Chinese originally enforced their 
censorship regulations here there were protests by 
American and European merchants, but the Jap- 
anese kept quiet. The reason for the apparent 
lack of interest on the part of the Japanese at the 
time has now been explained. They were not 
subjected to the censorship regulations which were 
applied to the other nationals. 
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It is revorted *rnt the International Telerranh Office 
in Shanched, Min Kuo Pod, “Nantac received on Sertember 16 
an instruction fro te Nanvine !ilitery Headouarters to 
censor €11 radio messages received from Chanrshe and other 
pleces ir Hunan «es well es those comins from Kwanetung and 
Japan, and to detain all those messeres which wre detrimental 


to the National Governrient or teneral Dhiure Kai-shek. 
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THLAGRAPH CO., LTD. 


In accordance with censorship regulations i; Ge 
Goverment the following restrictions are being put nto Force t- eZ. x 


THE EASTERN EXTENSION 
TELEGRAPH CO., LID. 


CENSORSHIP ON GR, 
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own by the Chin 


nope 


Forwarded as well as received telegrams will be submitted to 
censors appointed by the Chinese Government. 


Telegrams in plain language which are found to be detrimental 
to China or public safety or contrary to Chinese laws will be 
stopped by the censors and submitted to the Ministry of Communications 
for consideration. 


Commercial telegrams in code handed in by Chinege well-known 
commercial firms must bear the seal of the firm and be signed and 
guaranteed by the manager of the firm. A specimen of the seal and 
signature must be forwarded beforehand to the telegraph office. 
However, in case of necessity the censors may still demand to see the 


code book used. 


Commercial telegrams in code handed in by other Chinese firms or 
persons must have a translation attached and, besides, be accompanied 
by the code book used. 


Commercial telegrams in code handed in by the Foreign Public 


must be sealed by the respective Consulatet as a guarantee. 


If 


preferred, however, a letter from the Consulate vouching for the iz 
in question may be lodged with the telegraph office in which case the 
In case of necessity the censors may 


telegrams need not be sealed. 
still demand to see the code ook used. 


In case of necessity the censors may demand code books for ins- 
pection from the addressees of incoming commercial code telegrams. 


Foreign Government telegrams, whether in plain language or code, 
are exempted from censorship. 
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Shanghai, 20th May, 1931. 
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THE SHANGITAL TIMES, TUESDAY. MAY _ 26, 1931 


CENSORSHIP ON 
j TELEGRAMS 


t pore 
EFERRING to the notification 
in this paper on the 21st 
inst., regarding censorship on 
telegrams, Foreign firms who have 
not yet lodged a consular guaran. 
tee letter with the cable companies 
and Chinese firms who have not 
yet sent a specimen of their seal 
and signature to these companies 
are hereby advised to do s0 
immediately as otherwise their 
telegrams are liable to suffer 
delay, 


| 
GREAT NORTHERN | 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY. | 
| 


EASTERN EXTENSION 
TELEGRAPH - COMPANY. 


\ COMMERCIAL PACIFIC 
CABLE COMPANY. 


Shanghai, 25th May, 1981, 
0 7269 
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| CENSORS START TO | 
FUNCTION 


ee — 


| No Difficulties Experienced 
t On the First Day 
i] 
| 


No difficulties were encountered 
!by govertiment censors during the 
{first day of cable censorship which 
| pets into effect yesterday morhing. 
'The superintendents of cable offices 
| reported that, inasmuch as yester- 
‘day was a holiday for many con- 
icerns in Shanghai, less than the 
lusual number of cables were dis- 
; patched, but indications were tha: 
‘censorship would in no way inter- 
.fere With business transactions over 
the lines at any time. ' 

(Gable officials said that the 
majority of business houses had 
‘filed consular letters of guarantee 
‘with the censorship officials, and 
.that practically all large Chinese 
concerns have left examples of 
j signatures and seals at the cable 
offices, Those who have failed to 
comply With the government's re+ 
‘quest for the filing of these identifi- 
j cations are being urged to do so in 
| advertisements appearing in the; 
newspapers. i 

From two to four men appeared 
at every cable office yesterday, anid 
were given all cables before thev 
were put on the wire. It is thought 
that the present staff of censors ; 
will prove sufficient, their duties | 
being lightened by the co-operation | 
of cable office emplayees and senders | 
of messages. 

With either identification by seal 
and signature or with code trans- 
lations to insure them of the proper 
content of cables, censcurship officials 
worker smoothly yesterday. Their 
attention is focussed on_ political 
news that is sent and received. No 
delay was reported in either dis- 
patching or receiving telegrams 
yesterday. The ensorsbip, instituted 

a 0 esta “ 


TWO 


[LOCAL . CENSORSHIP 

| NOW. IN, FORCE 

| Government Officials 
Operate In Offices Of 
Cable Companies 

| 


; Full censorship over incéming 


‘ed in the local telegraph and cable 
companies yesterday morning. The 
‘officials appointed by the Nanking 
‘Government took over their duties 
shortly after 10 o'clock and will 
| exercise ther powers as censors 
;over all messages passing through} 
the local offices. Particular atten- 
‘tion is being paid to press and 
\private méssages, particularly 
‘those dealing with the present dis- 
| pute between Nanking and Canton. 
; ‘While all commercial messages 
'will be examined, censorship offi- 
‘cials point out that as little dela 
as possible will be occasioned the 
despatch of such messages. Those 
which have the letters of authority 
from their respective consulates} 
will be given prefcrence. 


and outgoing cables was establish-|, 


THE _SHANGHAI TIMEs, TUESDAY, MAY 26 
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NGHAI ‘SSONDAY TIMES, MAY 24, 1981 


RADiOGRAMS TO BE| 
CENSORED 


Same Rules Apply As 
Exist In Foreign 
Cable Offices 


In accordance with the decision, 
or the Ministry ef Communications | 
to censor all telegraphic messages 
going out or coming into Shang- 
hai. the regulations governing the 
dispatch and reception of such 
incssages have now been applied to 
the radio stations. 

All messages for dispatch] 
through any radio station must | 
hear the seal of the censor before} 
they will be transmitted. All in-| 
coming messages will be scrutinized | 
hy the Government censors before 
they are to be delivered. 

Commercial messages must also} 
he accompanied by a voucher from! 
the Consulate of the firm concern- | 
cd iefore they will be dispatched. | 
In the case of code telegrams, the! 
censors may call upon persons or 
firms for production of the code 
hooks if such is deemed necessary. 

No messages will be dispatched 
or delivered which are considered 
hy the censers to be detrimental to 
the welfare of China or public 
safety or against the Chinese 
laws. 
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THE NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, MONDAY, MAY 25, 1931 . 


CENSORSHIP ON 
RADIOGRAMS 


N_ accordance with censorship 

regulations laid down by the 

Ministry of Communications of the 

National Government of China, the 

following restrictions are being put 

into force:— 

1.—Radiograms either forwarded or 
delivered must bear the Govern- 
ment Censor’s chop. 

2.—Radiograms in plain language 
which are found to bo detri- 
mental to China or public safety 
or contrary to Chinese laws will 
be stopped by the censors and 
submitted to the Ministry of 
‘Communications for considera- 
tion. 

3.—Commercial radiograms in code 
handed im by Chinese well-known 
commercial firms must bear the 
seal of the firm and be signed 
and guaranteed by the manager 
of the firm. A specimen of the 
seal and signature must” be 
forwarded beforehand to the 
radio office. However, in case 
of necessity the censors may 
still demand to see the code 
book used. 
Commercial radiograms in code 
handed in by other Chinese firms 
or persons must have a translation 
attached and, besides, be accom- 
panied by the code book uscd. 
4.—Commercial radiograms in code |. 
handed in by the Foreign Pubhlic |. 
may be accepted at all times on 
the condition that a letter from 
the Consulate vouching for the 
firm in question to be lodged 
with the radio office. Otherwise, 
with each such radiogram filed 
there must be accompanied a 
seal by the respective Consulates 
as a guarantee. In all cases of 
necessity, however, the . censors 
may still demand to see the code 
book used. : 
In case of the absence of the 
Consulate having jurisdiction, the 
party concerned, in filing a radio- 
gram in code, must prepare a 
translation and submit it to censor- 
ship together with the code book 
used. 
5—In all cases of necessity the 
censors may demand code book& 
for inspection ‘from the. ad- 
dressees. of, i ing. commersi: 
“code “Faatoetams. ie 

6.—Foreign Government radiograms, 
whether ‘in plain language ‘or 
code, are exempted from censor- 
ship. 

This censorship will not neces- 
sarily cause any delay in the 
prompt despatch of Radiograms. 
CHINESE GOVPRNMENT RADIO 

ADMINISTRATION, CENTRAL 

TRAFFIC OFFICE, 
‘ and 

Shanghai Radio Central Station. 
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Censorship Of 
China Cables 
Now In Effect 


Severe government censorship of ' 
all incoming and outgoing tele-— 
grams in China was imposed in 
Shanghai yesterday in accordance 
with expoctations of cable com- 
panies and patrons, whp were ad- 
vised the day before that the cen- 
sorship might be put into effect 
mcmentarily. 

Cencors’ activities will not be 
imited to cable office only but will 
embrace all communications agen- 
cies, incltiding radio and news or- 
ganizations. 

The purpose of the censorship 
piimarity is to prevent’ the circula- 
ticn of reports which might be con- 
sidered detrimental to China's in- 
terests, particularly in view of the 
present internal disorders. 

It is not expected that the cen- 
sorship will interfere undu with 
ordinary business. 


fe fotms foa- 


The Censor 

WY are sorry to see the im- 

position of governmental 
censorship in all cable offices 
throughout China including 
those in Shanghai, chiefly be- 
cause we feel that it will defeat 
its own ends. 

The purposes of the censor- 
ship are clear and understand- 
able. 

Both incoming and outgoing 
messages are to be censored to 
determine whether they are 
considered “detrimental to 
China, contrary to public safety, 
or contrary to Chinese law.” 

Messages considered to fall 
within these categories are to 
be referred to the Ministry of 
Communications for decision. 

No friend of China wishes to 
have messages going from China 
to the outside world, or being 
received for dissemination in 
China, which would prejudice 
the case of the government un- 
fairly either in other countries 
or at home. 

But the most strict censor- 
ship never yet has been effec- 
tive in accomplishing that de- 
sired end. 

On the contrary, the very 
existence of a censorship body, 
charged with the responsibility 
of editing incoming and out- 
going mformation .to conform 
to governmental standards of 
favorable propaganda, in every 
case has bred not confidence, 
but suspicion. 

Censorship indicates to the 
public mind both here and 
abroad, the existence of an ex- 
tremely critical situation. 

It is public acknowledgment 
that the government has become 
afraid to permit the free flow 
of information in and out of 
this country and breeds the 
suspicion that, sémething short 
of the, truth may be told in 
every piece of news or commer- 
cial information reaching the 
general public. 

These suspicions may be whol- 
ly unwarranted by the facts. 
But the feeling that there is no 
way of going beyond the offi- 
cial governmental interpretation’ 
of conditions makes for growing, 
lack of confidence. 


——  — OT SS  — 


We are fully aware that the 
Chinese Government has pro- 
tested frequently, occasionally 
with some justice, at the dis- 

nation of inaccurate infor- 
mation. 

But heretofore the remedy 
was simple, and easily applied. 
With free access to the facts, 
end with untrammelled use of 
communications facilities, it al- 
ways was possible to expose 
fraudulent reports rapidly and 
to the full satisfaction of the 
misinformed public. 

A censorship implies, right- 
fully, or wrongly, that facts con- 
sidered harmful to the political 
declarations of the government 
are subject to editing as well 
as untruthful propaganda. 

It places the government in 
a position of creating a mono- 
poly on the dissemination of in- 
formation and makes necessary 
the calculation of the effect of 
completely truthful information 
iipon a governmental policy. 

The receipt of a piece of news 
or information known to have 
been censored immediately raises 
the question of whether the: 
story has been told fully and 
completely. 

This state of mind is a fertile: 
field for the sowing of false in- 
formation, smuggled out of the 
country or fabricated with no 
foundation in fact, for no cen- 
sorship, however strict, can 
operate, effectively against the 
purveyor of untruth. 

Unfortunately, its chief 
restriction is upon the dis-| 
semination of unbiased infor- 
mation. 

Appreciating fully the desire 


‘of the government ta protect 


itself from false reports, we 
fee] that its step toward com- 
plete censorship is -unwise. 

Its chief effect, we contend, | 
will be to create suspicion that 
all is not well in China, rather 
than to allay any fears created 
by uncensored news reports 
broadcast today. 
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THE SHANGHAI TIMES, THURSDAY, MAY 21, 1931 


CENSORSHIP ON 
TELEGRAMS 


accordance with censorship 
regulations laid down by the 
Chinese Government the following | 
restrictions are being put into: 
‘force:— i 


\ 
1.—Forwarded as well as received 
tolegrams will be submitted to 
censors appointed by the 
Chinese Government. 
2.—Telegrams in plain language 
which are found to be 
detrimental to China or 
public safcty or contrary to 
Chinese laws will be stopped 
' by the censors and submitted 
to the Ministry of Com- 
munications for consideration. 


3.—Commercial telegrams in code 
handed in by CHINESE well- 
known commercial firms must 
bear the seal of the firm and 
be signed and guaranteed by 
the manager of the firm. A 
specimen of the geal and 
signature must ‘be forwarded 
beforehand to the telegraph 
office. However, in case of 
necessity the censors may still 
demand to see the code book 
used. 

Commercial telegrams in 
code handed in by other 
Chinese firms or persons must 
have a translation attached 
and, besides, be accompanied 
by the code book uséd. 


4.—Commercial telegrams in code 
handed in by the FOREIGN 
Public must be sealed by the 
respective Consulates as a 
guarantee. If preferred, how- 
ever, a letter from the Con- 
sulate vouching for the firm 
in question. may be lodged 
with the telegraph office in 
which case the telegrams need 
not be sealed. In case of 
necessity the censors may still 
demand to see the code book 
used. 


5.—In case of necessity the 


censors may demand cede 
books for inp Proge the 
addressees of itcoming  Wdim’ 
mercial code telegrams. = 
6.—Foreign Government . Sele: 
grams, whether in * 
language’ or code, age 
exempted from censorship. * 
GREAT: NORTHERN TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, 
EASTERN EXTENSION TELBGRAPH 
COMPANY, 


CoMMERCIAL PACIFIC CABLE. »; | 


CoMPANY. 
Shanghai, 20th May, 19381. ; 
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Nanking Decides That 
Censers Will Examine | 
All Local Telegrams} 


Strict Censorship Of Messages By Government | 
Officials Who Will Be Installed In Local 


Cable Offices Within Next Few Days 


REIGN COMMERCIAL TELEGRAMS MUST} 
ais HAVE GUARANTEE OF CONSULATES 


i issued yesterday from Nafiking by thej 
lie ys ee , eax for strict censorship of all 


Ministry of Communications, 
telegrams and cables passing 


Chinese telegraph offites. Censors are to be 
7 ign cable companies an 


offices of 

examine all incoming and outgoing mes: 8, which _must 
bear the official stamp o e overnment officials - before 
they can be either dispatched or delivered. In addition to 


ress and private messages, all commercial telegrams will be 
paarad, atter must bear the seal of the Consulates a 
a from the Consulates vouching for the commercia 


ale 


integri L 
will begin within the next fe 
have obtained the necessa 
neal os 
As oreshadowed n a 
hanghai Times” yesterday, cen- 
rs are to be placed in Le 

orthern Tel 


' 


TY. 
essag’ 
ffices. The sole right of rejectin, 
ny message rests with — 

officials, but it is pointed out that 
this authority will not be exercised 
unless the messages contain matter 
detrimental ‘to China or public 
safety, or contrary to Chinese law. 


Any such message s Wilf be “sent to” 
fhe Minti _ Communications 
for_consideration. 

Letter Of Guarantee 

The censorship is to apply to all 
messages irrespective of their 
destination or contents. Commer- 
cial messages will come within the 
scope of the examination, and in 
order to ensure dispatch, commer- 
cial messages leaving Shanghai 
must either bear the stamp of the 
Consulate of the firm concerned, 
or the sender must lodge with the 
cable office a letter from the Con- 
sulate vouching for the firm in 
question. 

The instructions issued by Nan- 
iking to the cable offices state that 
the censors may demand code 
books for inspection from the 
addressees of incoming commercial 


through the local foreign and 
installed in the 
ey will 


ind genuineness of the firm concerned, Censorship 


w days, ag:soon as the public 


Consular guarantees. 


code telegrams. The only messages 
exempted fron)_ censorship _ are} 


fficds || those from foreign Governments. 


uring the past few days 
negotiations have been conducted # 
between officials of the cable com- 
panies and the Ministry of Com- 
munications. The cable companies 
sought to have the censorship ap- 


| was awaited on this point. Yester- # 
day the various companies were 


ship would be applied to all 
}messages irrespective of theirg 
destination or the country of their 
origin. ' 
Not Yet In Force . 
In order, however, that foreig: 
firms may prepare themselves fo 
the new regulations and secure the 
necessary letters of guarantee 
from their respective Consulates 
the censorship will not be enforced 
for a day or two. The public will} 
be_informed by public notice from; 
the ca companies when thos 
| censo: bp commences, ; 
system of censorship wag 
enforced on much the same line: 
Hlast year, it was pointed out by 
one of the officials of the cable 
fj companies, but it was only applied 
to domestic messages. Owing to 
ll the increasing gravity of the 
political situation as the result of 
the threatened military operations 
against the South, the Government 


\ 


has now applied the censorship to §, 


all messages. 


fthe right to stop the transmissi 


Restrictions Annoynced 

Following are the restrictions 
which gre to be enforced? | 

1.—Forwarded as well aa.ze- 
ceived telegtams will he subinit- 
ted to censors appointed hy the 

Chinese Government. ‘ 
2.—Telegrams in plain langu- 
age which are found to be 


detrimental to China or public 
safety or contrary to Chinese 
laws will be stopped by the 
censors and submitted to the 
Ministry of Communications for 
consideration, 


4.—Commercial telegrams in 
code handed in by the foreign 
public must be sealed by the 
respective Consulates as a 
guarantee. If preferred, how- 
ever, a letter from the Consulate 
vouching for the firm in question 
may be lodged with the tele- 
graph, office, in which case the 
telegrams need not be sealed. 
In case of necessity the censors 
may still demand to see the 
code book used. 

5—In case of necessity the 
censors may demand the code 
books for inspection from the 
addressees of incoming commer- 
cial telegrams. — 

6.—Foreign Government tele- 
grams, whether in plain langu- 
age or code, are exempted from 
censorship. . 


Administration Rights 
In referring to the proposed 


gicensorship in these columns yes- 
iterday it was stated that Mr. Sen 


Fu-hai had informed a representa- 
tive of this paper that there was 


Hto be no discrimination between 


the examination of incoming and 
outgoing messages, This statement, 
although correct, was made by 


janother official of the International 


Telegraph Bureau and not by Mr. 
Sen. r, Sen points out, however, 
that censorship in the telegraph 
service of the world exists, to a 
certain extent, all the time, since, 
at the International Telegraph 
onvention, a distinct article was 
proyided, by virtue. of which al 
telegraph administrations reserv 


aws of the country, to public orde 
pr to decency. .- 
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prs. Will 
Strict Censorship Of Messages By Government 


Officials Who Will Be Installed In Local 
Cable Offices Within Next Few Days 


FOREIGN COMMERCIAL TELEGRAMS 
HAVE GUARANTEE OF CONSULA 


{ Instructions issued yesterday from Nanking by the 
i Ministry of Communications, call for strict nom ge me of all 
‘telegrams and cables passing through the. local féreign and 
| Chinese telegraph offices. Censors are to be installed in the 
' offices of the three foreign cablecompanies and they will! 
‘examine all incoming and outgoing messages, which must 
hear the official stamp of the Government officials before 
they can be either dispatched or deliver In addition to 
press and private messages, all commercial telegrams will be 
censored. The latter must bear the seal of the Consulates or 
a letter from the Consulates vouching for the Senne 
integrity and genuineness of the firm concerned. gale 
will begin within the next few days, as soon as the pu te 
have obtained the nécessary Consular guarantees. _ : 


cae 


As foreshadowed in “The 


THE SHANGHAI TIMES, THURSDAY, MAY _ 21, 


Shanghai Times” yesterday, cen- 
sora are to be placed in the offices 
of the Great Northern Telegraph 
Co., Ltd., Commercial Pacific Com- 

Eastern Extension, 
and China —- 
Co., Ltd: These censors, who are 
nominees of the Ministry of Com- 
munications, are all persons re- 
ported. to have had considerable 
experience in cable gnd telegraph 
work. Their duties ‘will be to 
scrutinize ba Begg og cable 
messages - the respec- 
tive companies for dispatch to 


laces in: 

ry. They 1 ‘also examine all 
Messages received , 
offices, The sole right of rejecting 


or any. other coun; 


any message reste with these 
Officials, but it ig pointed out that 
this authority will not be exercised 
unless the me: contain matter 
detrimental t 


inese law. 


Communications 


Aigaeleh see a Pons nAnse a 
gs ne 8 Guarantee 
The gensorship is to apply;to all 
messages respective .of their 
.destinatjon or contents, Commet- 
jcial messages will come within the 
scope of the examination, and in 
|order tg ensure dispatch, commer- 
cial messeges leaving _ Shanghai 
must either béar the stamp of the 
Consul of the firm concerned, 
or the ‘gender must lodge with the 
cable office a letter from the Con- 
sulate ‘vouching for the firm in 
question, : 
The instructions issued by Nan- 
king to the cable offices state that 
the censors may demand code. 
books for inspection from the 
addressees of incoming commercial 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 4.) 
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at the local, 


China, or public | origin 
will be sent to; 


CENSORS TO EXAMINE 
ALL TELEGRAMS 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2.) 
code telegrams: The only messages 
exempt from censorship are 
those from foreign Governments. 

During the past few days 
negotiations have been conducted 
between officials of the cable com- 
panies and the Ministry of Com- 
munications. The cable companies 
sought to have the censorship ap- 
plied only to those messages sent 
or received from stations in China. 
The decision of the Governmeit 
was awaited on this point. Yester- 
day the various companies were 
officially informed that the censor- 
ship would be applied to all 
messages irrespective of their 
destination or the country of their 


Not Yet«In Force 

In order, however, that foreign 
‘firms may_ prepare themselves for 
‘the new regulations and secure the 
poe ed letters of guarantee 
‘from their res ive Consulates. 
the censorship will not be enforced 
fo~ a day or two. The public wil) 
be informed by'‘public notice from 
the cable comparies when the 
censorship commences, 

A system of censorship was 
enforced on much the same linés 
last year, it was pointed out by 
one of the officials of the cable 
companies, but it was only applied 
to domestic messages, ing to 
the increasing gravity of the 
politica] situation as the result of 
the threatened military opergtions 
against the South, the Government 
has now applied the censorship to 
all messages. ’ : 


dj-which are tq enforced?. i». 
1.—Fo ded as well gs re- 
+» ceived ll. be submit- 


ted to censors appointed by the 
a jae il lg ain 1 
. 2.—Telegrams in plain langu- 
age whlch are 1 to be 
‘detrimental to Ching or’ public 
safety or contrary to Chinese 
laws will be stopped by the 
cegsors and submitted to the 
Ministry of Communications for 
consideration. 

3.—Commercial telegrams in 
code handed in by well-known 
Chinese commercial firms must 
bear the seal of the firm and be 
signed and guaranteed by the 
manager of the firm. A specimen 
of the seal and signature must 
be forwarded, beforehand, to the 
telegraph office. However, in case 
of necessity, the censors may 
still demand to see the code book 
used. Commercial telegrams in 
code handed in by other Chinese 
firms or persons must have a 
translation attached and, besides, 


be accompanied by the code book 
used, 


x 


ene 


4.—Commercial telegrams in 
code handed in by the’ foreign 
public must be sealed by the 
respective Consulates as a 
guarantee. If preferred, how- 
ever, a letter from the Consulate 
vouching for the firm in question 
may be lodged with the tele- 
graph office, in which case the 
telegrams need not be sealed. 
In case of necessity the censors 
may still demand to see the 
code book used. - 


5.—In case of necessity the 
censors may demand the code 
books for inspection from the 
addressees of incoming commer- 
cial telegrams. 


6.—Foreign Government tele- 
grams, whether in plain langu- 
age or code, are exempted from 
censorship. . 


Administration Rights 
In referring to the proposed 
censorship In these columns yes- 
terday it was stated that Mr. Sen 
Fy-hai had informed a representa- 
tive of this paper that there was 
to be:ho discrimination between 
the examination of incoming and 
outgoing messages. This statement, 
although correct, was made by 
another official of the International 
Telegraph Bureau and not by Mr. 
Sen. Mr. Sen points out, however, 
that censorship in the telegraph 
service of the world exists, to a 
certain extent, all the time, since, 
at the International Telegraph 
Convention, a distinct article was 
provided, by virtue of ‘which all 


\telegraph administrations reserve 


the right to stop the transmission 
of any private telegrams which 
appear dangerous to the security 
of the State, are contrary to the 
laws of the country, to public order 


or to decency. _ aie 


CENSORSHIP ON 
TELEGRAMS 


N accordance with censorship 

regulations laid down by the 
Chinese Government the following 
restrictions are being put into 
force :— 


1.—Forwarded as well as received 
telegrams will be submitted to 
censors appointed by the 
Chinese Government. 
|2.—Telegrams in plain language 
’ which - are found to be 
| detrimental to China or 
public safety or contrary to' 
| Chinese laws will be stopped 
by the censors and submitted 
to the Ministry of Com- 
i munications for consideration. 


3.—Commercial telegrams in code 
i handed in by CHINESE well- 
known commercial firms must | 
bear the seal of the firm and| 
be signed and guaranteed by | 
the manager of the firm. Aj 
specimen of the seal and 
signature ‘must be forwarded 
beforehand to the telegraph: 
office. However, in case of 
necessity the censors may still 
demand to see the code book 
used. . 

Commercial telegrams in 
code handed in by other 
Chinese firms or persons must 
have a translation attached 
and, besides, be accompanied | 
by the code book used. 


4.—Commercial telegrams in code 

handed in by the FOREIGN 
| Public must be sealed by the, 
| respective Consulates as a. 
| guarantee. If preferred, how- 
| ever, a letter from the Con- 
sulate vouching for the firm 
in question may be lodged 
with the telegraph office in 
which case the telegrams need 
| not be sealed. In case of 
{ necessity the censors may still; 
demand to see the code book | 
used. 


5.—In case of necessity the’ 
censors may demand code: 
books for inspection from the’ 
addressees of eaeng, 
mercial code telegrams. 
6.—Foreign Government _ tele- 
grams, whether in _ plain 
language or code, are | 
exempted from censorship. 
GREAT NORTHERN TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, 

EASTERN EXTENSION TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, 
COMMERCIAL PACIFIC CABLE 
ComMPANY. 

Shanghai, 20th May, 1981. 
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Ceieor Will 
Function In 


Cable Offices 


Three Foreign Companies 
Affected By Nanking’s 
: Latest Orders 


“WILL OPERATE SOON 


Scope Of Censorship Not 
Defined; May Include 
All Messages 


Under _ instructions from} 
the Ministry ‘of Communica-; 
tions at Nanking, censors! 
have been appointed to scrut-' 
inize messages dispatched 
through the ‘local foreign 
cable companies. The censor- 
ship is not yet in force, but 
the cable companies are aware 
that as soon as the scope of 
the censors has been defined, 
examination of messages will 
begin. 

Negotiations are now proceed- 
ing between officials of the com- 
panies concerned and the Ministry 
of Communications with a view to 
having the censorship applied only 
to those messages passing between 
the various cable stations in China, 
but at present there is no guar- 
antee that all messages will not 
have to pass the Chinese censors. 

The cable companies which will 
be affected by the censorship are 


the Great Northern Telegraph 
Co., Ltd., Commercial Pacific 
Cable Co., Eastern Extension, 


Australasia and China Telegraph 
Co., Ltd. 7 
Censors Appointed 

According to officials of the 
cable companies, the censors ap- 
pointed by the ‘Ministry of Com- 
munications have not yet com- 
menced their duties in the pe 
tive companies’ offices to which 
they have been assigned, but it is 
expected that the copscrsnip will 
be functioning in the near future. 
From - the’ ‘Commercial’ Pacific 
Cable Company it was ascertained 
that conversations between the 
management and the officials ap- 
pointed to act as censors in that! 
Company have already taken, 
place, but as no definite instruc- 
tions have yet been received from 
Nanking regarding the nature of 
the messages to be censored, work 
has not yet been commenced. 

In this connection it has been 
ascertained that no real opposi- 
tion to the censorship has been 
(Continucd on Page 2, Col. 1.) 
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“LOCAL CENSORSH 
RAMS 


(Continucd from Paye 1, Col. 1.) 
raised by the companies, but a de- 
finite statement regarding the 
scope of the censors is sought. It 


is pointed out that unless the 


duties of the censors are clearly | 


defined it wi!l mean that all mess- j 
ages passing through the respec- 
tive companies will come under 
the scrutiny of the Government's 


nominees. The dangers of such 

wholesale censorship, and the un-! 

necessary delay which must result, ' 

are apparent. ; 
Official “Chops” 

At the present time, unless in- | 
structions from Nanking are re-! 
ceived to the contrary, all mess- | 
ages dispatched through the for-j| 
eign cable companies will have to/| 
bear the official stamp of the; 
censors, aS soon as these offcials | 
are installed im the local offices. If 
the present plans of the Ministry 
of Communications are effective, 
the censors assigned to the respec- 
tive companies will be established 
in the cable offices and will inspect 
all messages lodged for dispatch. 

There is still the possibility, 
however, that through the negotia- 
tions of the Companies with the 
Nanking Government, the censor- 
ship will be applied only to those 
messages passing between thy 
various stations in China. Instruc- 
tions on this vital point are now 
awaited from Nanking. 


It has long been the desire of 
the Ministry of Communications, 
to establish a system of censorship 
over messages passing through 
the foreign cable offices, and the; 
apprehension felt over the increas- ' 
ingly difficult situation arising at 
Canton is believed to have prompt- 
ed the Nanking Government to 
hasten the plans for an effective 
censorship of all telegraph mess- , 
ages emanating from China and,, 
particularly, Shanghai. | 

| 


Civil War 


When it was pointed out to one | 
official that such censorship was 
only applied when one country was | 
at war with another, he said that 
as there was virtually a state of! 
civil war existing in China to-day, | 
the Nanking Government consider ; 
ed themselves within their rights 
in applying rigid censorship to 
messages which might, be further- 


-ing the ends of their enemies. Just 


how far that censorship would ex- 
tend, he was not in a position to 
state until the Ministry of Com- 
munication had announced its in- 
tentions. F 

All the three companies are now 
awaiting the decision from Nan- 
king. Capt. J. J. Bahnson, General 
Manager of the Great Northera 
Telegraph Company, in a_ state- 
ment issued to a _ representative 
of “The Shanghai Times” said; 
“So far there is no censorship in 
the cable offices, but censorship is 
desired by the Chinese Govern- 
ment and is at present under con- 
sideration. The scope of the 
censorship is not yet defined.” 

Mr. Shen Fu-hai, Chief of the! 
International Telegraph Burcau, 
which comes directly under the 
Ministry of Communications at 
Nanking, informed a representa- 
tive of this paper that there was 
to be no discrimination in the 
censorship of incoming and out- 
going telegrams, so far as he had 
been instructed from Nanking, but 
in the absence of definite instruc- ! 
tions from the Ministry of Com- 
munications the censorship could 


not be commenced immediately. 
a 


THE 
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Cable Companies 


Deny Censorship 
As Rules Applied 


No Telegrams Can Be 
Sent Without Chop 
Of Censors 


While representatives of the! 
Great Northern, Eastern Extension 
and Commercial Pacific Cable 
Companies denied yesterday that 
ccnsorship had been establishel in 
their offices by the gcvernment. 
information received here .25 
night from Nanking staicd f.ist 
the following procedure for the 
censorship of all inccming ana 
outgoing telegrams at beth the 
Chinese and all foreign telegraph 
and cable companies will go into 
effect immediately. 

All telegrams and = cablegrams 
will first be inspected by govern- 
ment censors and will not be; 
despatched or delivered until the: 
censors have attached their seals, 
thereto. _ 

Any telegram which in the cpin- 
icn of the censor concerned would 
prove detrimental to the interest 
of China or is contrary to law 
and might prove against public 
interest will be confiscated and 
be forwarded to the Ministry of 
C:mmunicaticns. | 

No commercial telegrams in 
codes by bcna fide Chinese firms | 
will be accepted unless the same 
are signed by and chopped with 
the seals of the managers of the 
business houses concerned. Dubpli- ' 
cates of such commercial tele- | 
grams, however, will also be sub- | 
mitted to the censors for refer- 
ence. Other code telegrams wil 
be submitted to the cersors for 
approval. ’ 

All foreign commercial code tele- 
grams must be accompanied by | 
written statements from the con- 
sular authorities concerned certify- 
Ing to the genuineness of such 
messages or be: chopped with the 
official seals of the foreign con- 
sulates. 

Whenever necessary, the censors 
may request the addresses of the 
senders of the telegrams for re- 
ference. 
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THE CHINA PRESS, TUESDAY, MAY 19, 198f 


Nanking Begins 
Censorship Of 
China Telegrams 


With the growing gravity of 
the political situation, censorship 
on telegrams was enforced in 
the three local foreign telegraph 
offices yesterday by order of the 
national government. 

Upon instructions from the 
Ministry of Communications, the 
International Telegraph Bureau 
despatched at 3 p.m. yesterday 
Mr. Chen Wen-teh, as chief, 
Messrs. ‘Tu Ta-jen, Chen Nien- 
chun, Shao Chung-yuan, as 
censors, to the Great Eastern; 
Mr. Pan Cheng-chun, as chief, 
Messrs, Sung An-lan, Cho Yuan 
and Wu Chung-hwei, as censors, 
to the Great Northern; Mr. Sun 
Hsi-chen, as chief, Messrs. Shao 
Pao-chun and Shih Liang-pi as 
censors to the Commercial Pacific 
telegraph companies. 
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THE EASTERN EXTENSION 
AUSTRALASIA & CHINA | 
TELEGRAPH CO., LTD. | 


NCTICE 


RESTRICTION ON TRLEGRAMS 
EXCHANGED BETWEEN 
PLACES WITHIN CHINA. 

OMMERCIAL telegrams ino code 
language exchanged between 
places within China are no loner 
subject to any restrictions. 
W. D. PROCTER, 
Divisional vianayer, China. 


Shanehat, October 27, 10, 
Toba 


THE GREAT NORTHERN 
TELEGRAPH CO. LTD. 


NOTICE, 


Kestrictions on Telegrams exchanged 
between Places within) Chima. 


Pi Sd cape teloyrraais in 
code language exchanged between 
Maces within China are no longer 
subject. to any restrictions. 
I. J. KAHNSON, 
General Manaszer in the Far Bast 
TROL 
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THE EASTERN EXTENSION 
AUSTRALASIA & CHINA 
TELEGRAPH CO. LTD. 


NOTICE 
Restrictions on Telegrams Exchang- 
ed between Places Within China. 
N aceordance with regulations laid 
down by the Chinese Government, 
commercial telegrams in code lan- 
guage FXCHANCED BETWEEN 
PLACES WITHIN CHINA are sub 
ject to the following restrictions: 
1, They must not contin military 
or political news. 
2. When handed in by the Chinese 

Public:- 

(a) In the case of well-known 
commercial firms telegrams 
must bear the seal of the 
firm and must also be sign- 
ed and certified by the 
Manager. A _ specimen of 
the seal and signature must 
first be forwarded to the, 


the code book for inspec- 
tion. 

Qo) In all offer eases the send- 
ero omust attach a transla- 
tion and produce the code 
hook. 

o When handea in by the Foreign 
Public the telegrams must be 
sealed and certified by the re- 
spective (Consulates. If pre- 
ferred, however, a letter from 
the Consulate vouching for the 
firm in question may be lodged 
with the telegraph office, in 
which case the telegrams need 
not be sealed and certified. The 
telegraph office may demand 
the code book for inspection. 

4. The code book may also be de- 

manded from the addressees for 

inspection. 
W. D. PROCTER, 
Divisional Vonager, China. ' 
Shanghai, 2rd July, 1930. 
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telegraph office. The tele- 
graph office may demand 


FRIDAY. JULY 4, 1930 


THE GREAT NORTHERN 
TELEGRAPH CO. LTD. , 


NOTICE 


Restrictions on Telegrams Exchanged | 
Between Places Within China | 


N accordance with regulations 

laid down by the Chinese Govern- 
ment, commercial telegrams in code 
languaye exchanged between places 
within China are. subject to the 
following restrictions :— 


1. They must not contain mili-_ 
tary or political news. : 

”’ When handed in by the 
Chinese Public:— 

(n) In the case of well-known 
commercial firms tela- 
grams must bear the 
seal of the firm = and 
must also be signed and 
certified by the manager. 
A specimen of the seal 
and signature must first 
be forwarded to the tele- 
graph office. The tele- 
graph office may demand 
the code book for in- 
spection. 

In all other cases the 

sender must attach a 

translation and prodace | 

the code hook. 

u. When handed in by tne 
Foreign Public the t legrams| 
must Le sealed and certified: 
by the respective Consulates. 
if preferr sd, however, a letter. 
from the Consulate vouching! 
fov the firm in question may} 
be lodged with the telegraph 
office, in which case the tfle- | 
urams need not be sealed and 
certified. The telegraph office 
may demand the code book 
for inspection. 

4. The code book may also be 
demanded from the addressees 
for inspection. 


J. J. BAHNSON 
General Manager in the Far East. 
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Extract from the Lorning Translation wes May 20, 1951. 
CHINESE CENS: w.SHI: AND FURLVIGN CABib Ci. 2. IBS. 

The China Times and other focal newspapers 
publish tne following report t- 

with reference to the re; rt published 
in yecte:day's newspapers to the effect tiat vr. Sung Foh 
Hal ( ), Chief of the Cacle Dejart ent of the 
International Telegraph Bureau, hiad made arrangements with 
the Gre:.t Sastern, Great “orthern and Pacific Telegraph 
Companies for “ensorship ‘fficers to f:nction in the offices 
of these Compenies, it is "ow les rned that the Cable 


Companies nuve not civen their ap); roval to the scheme. 


. wa fay Ll. 


Extract from the Intelligence Report of 5.5.31. 


Censorship of radiograms 

In compliance witn a confidential order issued by 
the C.E.C. of Kuomintang at Nanking, the Organization 
Department of the local Kuomintang Headquarters detailed 
twe representatives on April 4 to the Head Office of the 
Chinese Radio Administration, 565 Min Kuo Read, City, 
“o censor all radingrams despatched and received with 
the object of checking all messages bearing on the 
present political situation. This action is believed to 
be the outcome of the recent coup dtetat which is alleged 


+ 


to have taken place in Canton. 


os 


NY, 
 & GS. iw bee 
. §. BD. 2378 
ei 
Extract from the Aftermoon Translation tues Ot G-- 


May 22, 1931. 


Chinese Censors and Foreign Telegraph Companies 


The China Times publishes the following report : 


In accordance with the regulations governing censor- 
ship of cables of foreign telefraph companies as promul- 
gated by the National Government, the censorship officers 
are now functioning in the offices of the Great Northern 
Great Fastern and Pacific Télegrarh Companies. The 
following are the restrictions : - 


(1) Forwarded as well as received telegrams will be 
submitted to censors appointed by the Chinese 
Government. 


(2) Telegrams in plain language which are found to 
be detrimental to China or public safety or 
contrary to Chinese laws will be stopped by the 
censors and submitted to the Ministry of Communi- 
cations for consideraticn. 


(3) Commercial telegrams in code handed in by Chinese 
well-known commercial firms must bear the seal of 
the firm and be signed and guaranteed by the 
manager of the firm. A specimen of the seal and 
signature must be forwarded before hand to the 
telegraph office. However, in case of nece:sity, 
the censors may still demand to see the code book 
used. Commercial telegrams in code handed in by 
other Chinese firms or persons must have a translation 
attached and, besides, be accoripanied by the code used. 


(4) Commercial telegrams in code handed in by the Foreign 
Public must be sealed by the respective Consulates 
as a guarantee. If preferred, however, a letter 
from the Consulate vouching for the fine in question 
may be lodged with the telegraph office in which case 
the teleframs need not be sealed. In case of nec- 
essity the censors may still demand to see the code 
book used. 


(5) In case of necessity the censors may demand code 
books for inspection from the addressees of incoming 
conmercial code telegrams. 


(6) Foreign Government telegrams, whether in plain 
language or code, are excepted from censorship. 
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